Rediscovering Hanukkah in Christ

Core Message: Hanukkah-- the Feast of Dedication-- is a profound

celebration of miracles, deliverance, and faith. Although often seen as a
Jewish holiday, its significance reaches into the heart of Christian faith

because Jesus Himself celebrated it. The story of Hanukkah reminds us of the

power of rededicating ourselves to God and of refusal to compromise our faith

in a faithless world. As believers, both Jew and Gentile, we are invited to

embrace Hanukkah as a time to remember God's faithfulness and our mission
to proclaim Jesus, the Light of the world.

Main Bible Verses (NASB):

Core Memory Verse: (John 10:22-30) “At that time the Feast of the
Dedication took place in Jerusalem; it was winter, and Jesus was
walking in the temple area in the portico of Solomon. The Jews then
surrounded Him and began saying to Him, 'How long will You keep us in
suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, 'l
told you, and you do not believe; the works that | do in My Father's
name, these testify of Me. But you do not believe, because you are not of
My sheep. My sheep listen to My voice, and | know them, and they follow
Me; and | give them eternal life, and they will never perish; and no one
will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me,
is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's
hand. | and the Father are one."

(John 8:12)
"Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, 'l am the Light of the world; the

one who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light
of life.""

(Matthew 5:16) “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.



Key Points (Fill-in-the-Blank):

« "Hanukkah means

« "Jesus was inthe temple during the feast of

« "Ourwhole faith is based on !
o "The menorahis placed in the window to the miracle."

o "Jesus said, 'l and the Father are

o "You never know how your simple may have changed
somebody's life."

o "What people need right now more than anything else is

Notes:

(Use lines below for your own thoughts and key takeaways.)




Reflection Questions:

1. What does the story of Hanukkah teach us about standing firm in our faith
during times of cultural pressure?

2. How does knowing that Jesus celebrated Hanukkah affect the way you view
this holiday?

3. In what ways can you rededicate your life to God during this season?

4. How can you be a light to others and share the message of Jesus as the
Light of the world?

5. As a lamp holding the oil of God’s Spirit in this dark world, when are you
most tempted to hide His light? Is your lamp fully filled today? Take a moment
to offer Him yourself for filling?




Application Challenge of the Week:

Each evening this week, light a candle and thank Jesus for being the Light of
the world. Ask Him to shine through you and dedicate one specific area of

your life more fully to Him. (Or come up with your own application as the Lord
leads):

Prayer Prompts:

« Thank God for the miracle of The Light and rededication of ourselves to
Him during Hanukkah.

o AskJesus to help you resist cultural compromise and walk boldly in His
truth.

» Prayfor open doors to share the light of Christ with others this season.



